FREE DIGITAL
SAMPLE FOR

December
20-25, 2020

FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2020
(Lec. 11)
1)
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12,
14a, 16
2)
Romans 16:25-27
3)
Luke 1:26-38
FOCUS:

FOURTH SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

The Lord dwells among us.

David worries that the ark of God dwells in a tent; Mary doesn’t hesitate to allow the ark of God to dwell within her.
God is not bound by human constraints, and yet he asks us to participate with him, and cooperate with his grace,
that the ark of the covenant – and the arc of salvation history – may be made available to all.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
The Lord reminds David that he, the Lord, chose David. He tells David that a kingdom will be established in David’s
name and endure forever. Saint Paul gives glory to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ. In the Gospel, the
angel Gabriel tells Mary that she will conceive and bear a son, and – hearing that the Holy Spirit and the power of
the Most High will be with her – she responds, may it be done to me according to your word.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST:

With reliance on our good and gracious God, we bring our prayers to him.

1)

For Pope Francis, may the Lord bless him in his zeal and joy for the Gospel, let us pray to the Lord.

2)

For our elected officials, may the Holy Spirit conform their hearts to charity and justice as they make their
governing decisions, let us pray to the Lord.

3)

For those who suffer the harshness of winter, may the Lord in his infinite mercy ensure they have adequate
shelter and food for their tables, let us pray to the Lord.

4)

For all gathered here today, may the grace of discernment help us fulfill God’s plan for each of us, let us
pray to the Lord.

5)

For those who have died, may they soon come face to face with Jesus their Savior, let us pray to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: Loving God, hear our prayers as we strive to know your will and follow the plan you have carved out for
us. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC
Monday, December 21, 2020
(Lec. 197)
1)
Song of Songs 2:8-14
or Zephaniah 3:14-18a
2)
Luke 1:39-45

FOCUS:

MONDAY
OF ADVENT
- FOURTH WEEK
(Opt. Mem.
Saint Peter Canisius,
Priest and Doctor
of the Church)

Let us celebrate Christmas with the joyful faith of Mary.

In his first encounter with the Word Incarnate, John the Baptist leaps for joy. Mary facilitates this first meeting,
bearing Jesus in her womb. Let us finish Advent eagerly, with anticipation of the arrival of the infant Jesus. Do we
receive him with joy? Let us ask Mary to help us love and rejoice in her son, Jesus Christ.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
In the first reading, a woman speaks of her lover arriving, and calling to her, Arise, my beloved … my beautiful one,
and come! In the Gospel, Mary sets out to visit Elizabeth, and when Elizabeth hears her voice, the infant in her
womb leaps for joy.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST:

As we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ, let us offer our prayers to God this day.

1)

For the Church on earth as we celebrate the coming of our newborn King, may the light and splendor of his
presence draw many to salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

2)

For the world during these Advent and Christmas seasons, may the Spirit of Christ help to unite people
across cultures, races, and religions, let us pray to the Lord.

3)

For those who have suffered loss this Advent season and for people for whom celebrating holidays can be
difficult, let us pray to the Lord.

4)

For this Eucharistic assembly, may God’s grace help us to keep the Eucharist at the center of our lives and
prayer, let us pray to the Lord.

5)

For our beloved dead, may they rejoice forever with the angels and saints, enjoying the riches of heaven,
let us pray to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: We thank you, Father, for hearing our prayers this day. Please bless us and answer them in your infinite
wisdom, through Jesus Christ, your Son.
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC
Tuesday, December 22, 2020
(Lec. 198)
1)
1 Samuel 1:24-28
2)
Luke 1:46-56
FOCUS:

TUESDAY
OF ADVENT
- FOURTH WEEK

God does great things in all of us; let us always remember to give him thanks for his goodness.

Hannah and Mary give praise and thanks to God for the good things he has done for them. They have been witness
to the power of God, and the mercy he has on those who fear him. Their example of unfailing faith in the face of
hardship and fear is one for us to follow. For God does great things in all of us.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
In the first reading, Hannah dedicates Samuel to the Lord in thanksgiving of her answered prayers for a child. In
the Gospel, Mary greets Elizabeth, her cousin, and gives praise to God: proclaiming the greatness of the Lord and
that she will be called blessed for all ages.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST:

We come with confidence before God, knowing he will do great things for us.

1)

For the Church, may the Lord continue to guide her in carrying out his saving work this Advent season, let
us pray to the Lord.

2)

For all those who govern, may the Holy Spirit bless them with an abundance of understanding and prudence,
let us pray to the Lord.

3)

For those who are unemployed, alone, or without hope, especially in these darkest days of the year, let us
pray to the Lord.

4)

For all of us gathered here today, may the Lord bless us and make us holy in his sight, let us pray to the
Lord.

5)

For those who have died, may they see the glory of our heavenly father and enjoy eternal rest, let us pray
to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: Heavenly Father, as we await the birth of your Son, please hear and answer our prayers, we ask through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC
Wednesday, December 23, 2020
(Lec. 199)
1)
Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24
2)
Luke 1:57-66

FOCUS:

WEDNESDAY
OF ADVENT
- FOURTH WEEK
(Opt. Mem.
Saint John of Kanty,
Priest)

The Lord prepares a way for us to receive the gift of himself.

Today’s readings focus on the preparations necessary to receive the Lord. In Malachi, the Lord says he will send
his messenger to turn people’s hearts. This Advent, how have our hearts been turned to the Lord? What final
graces can we request to receive him this Christmas?
LITURGY OF THE WORD
In the first reading, the prophet Malachi speaks of the Lord sending a messenger who will prepare the way for him.
In the Gospel, Elizabeth gives birth to a son, the mute Zechariah begins to speak again, and people wonder at the
works of the Lord.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST:

We lift our hearts to the Lord and bring him our petitions.

1)

For Church leaders, may the Lord bless them as they proclaim the Good News of Christmas to all who
come to celebrate the feast, let us pray to the Lord.

2)

For all those who govern, may God direct their hearts toward the poor among us, and help them work
tirelessly for justice, let us pray to the Lord.

3)

For all those for whom this time of year is a burden, may the Lord draw near to them in their sorrow, let us
pray to the Lord.

4)

For this faith community, may the Lord give us the graces we need to finish our Advent preparations well
and be truly ready to receive him this Christmas, let us pray to the Lord.

5)

For all those who have died, may God bring them into his everlasting peace, let us pray to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: God of all creation, thank you for every goodness you have given us. Hear now our prayers, and answer
them according to your holy will, we ask through Christ our Lord.

Subscribe to Daily Universal Prayer and Commentary at store.faithcatholic.com

FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC
Thursday, December 24, 2020
(Lec. 200)
1)
2 Samuel 7:1-5,
8b-12, 14a, 16
2)
Luke 1:67-79
FOCUS:

THURSDAY
OF ADVENT
- FOURTH WEEK

God’s promises are a source of hope and rejoicing.

As Advent comes to a close, the readings reflect the exuberant joy that comes with God’s promises. God answers
David’s desire to build the temple with a promise to grant him an everlasting dynasty. He answers Zechariah’s
prayers by granting him a son, who will go before the Messiah. We, too, can rejoice in the fulfillment of God’s
promises to us.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
In the first reading, David desires to build a house for the ark of God. God responds by promising permanent
security for Israel and a permanent dynasty for David. In the Gospel, Zechariah rejoices in God’s fidelity to his
covenant, and speaks words to his new son of the time when he will go before the Lord to prepare his way.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST:

With hearts full of joyful hope in God’s steadfast love, let us present our petitions to him.

1)

That the Church may continue to grow in holiness and rejoice without ceasing in the Incarnation of the Son
of God, let us pray to the Lord.

2)

That world leaders may have the protection of Christ in seeking lasting peace among nations, let us pray to
the Lord.

3)

That those whose hearts are experiencing despair may be blessed with the consolation of God’s peace, let
us pray to the Lord.

4)

That all of us here, awaiting in hope for the coming of Christ, may abide in his truth forever, let us pray to
the Lord.

5)

That all who have died in the light of faith may experience the fulfillment of all God’s promises, let us pray
to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: God our Father, your unbroken fidelity to your promises gives us confidence to make these prayers. We
ask that you answer them according to your will, through your Son, Christ our Lord.

Subscribe to Daily Universal Prayer and Commentary at store.faithcatholic.com

FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC
CHRISTMAS 2020 – VIGIL
(Lec. 13)
1)
Isaiah 62:1-5
2)
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25
3)
Matthew 1:1-25
or Matthew 1:18-25
FOCUS

THE NATIVITY
OF THE LORD
- SOLEMNITY

Born in time yet eternally begotten, Christ fulfills the promises once made to Israel and all the world.

Christmas – the birth of Christ – heralds the beginning of our salvation. In the darkness of the night, God’s purest
light appears in time, offering us a share in his eternal life through this newborn Child who is Emmanuel: God is
with us.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
The prophet Isaiah proclaims God’s promise of vindication for Israel. In the light of its fulfillment, Israel will shine
and rejoice once more. Saint Paul preaches to the early Church at Antioch, telling how Jesus is the fulfillment of
the Davidic promises. In the Gospel, Matthew recites the genealogy of Jesus Christ, placing him in direct
succession to David and Abraham.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST: Reminded of God’s steadfast love and fidelity revealed through this newborn Child, we bring our prayers
before the Lord.
1)

For the Church, the Body of Christ in the world, and for her prophetic witness to all, let us pray to the Lord.

2)

For peace in the world, and for the salvation of souls, let us pray to the Lord.

3)

For all who are sick, suffering, and dying, and for those who love and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.

4)

For continued blessing upon this community, and for the grace to follow where God leads each one of us,
let us pray to the Lord.

5)

For the souls of all the faithful departed, let us pray to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: Almighty and eternal God, in Christ Jesus you fulfill your promises to Israel and make real your desire
to be with the sons and daughters of humanity. Hear the prayers we offer today, through Christ our Lord.
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC
CHRISTMAS – NIGHT
(Lec. 14)
1)
Isaiah 9:1-6
2)
Titus 2:11-14
3)
Luke 2:1-14
FOCUS:

THE NATIVITY
OF THE LORD
- SOLEMNITY

Jesus’ birth brings abundant joy and great rejoicing.

Tonight, what we have awaited for so long is finally here as we celebrate the birth of Jesus. At the time of his birth
2,000 years ago, the world had been waiting in hope for a Messiah. Jesus, the Son of God, came in the dead of night
to redeem us and show us the reason for this hope: God’s love.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
Isaiah prophesies a time of salvation for Israel, when a great light will come to the people who walked in darkness.
A child will be born, and called Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero. Saint Paul writes that the grace of God has appeared,
saving all. In the Gospel, Joseph and Mary went from Nazareth to Bethlehem in order to enroll in the census. It is
there that Mary gave birth to her son, and the angel of the Lord appears to the shepherds to announce that a savior
has been born.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST: Tonight, we celebrate God’s great love for us, and in gratitude we bring him these prayers for ourselves
and for the world.
1)

For our Holy Father, bishops, and priests, may the Lord continue to bless them in their ministry of heralding
the birth of Jesus, the Son of God, let us pray to the Lord.

2)

For all who hold political power, may the grace of the Holy Spirit help them use their position for the sake
of the common good, let us pray to the Lord.

3)

For migrant families who travel in search of a home, may they, through the mercy of God, find welcome,
support, and help to start a new life, let us pray to the Lord.

4)

For all who share in this worship tonight, may the Christ-child bring great light into any darkness of our lives,
let us pray to the Lord.

5)

For all who have died, may our gracious God welcome them into their eternal home to praise him forever,
let us pray to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: Heavenly Father, you showed your love for us by sending your Son. We trust in that love as we present
to you these needs of your people, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC
CHRISTMAS – DAY
(Lec. 16)
1)
Isaiah 52:7-10
2)
Hebrews 1:1-6
3)
John 1:1-18
or John 1:1-5, 9-14
FOCUS:

THE NATIVITY
OF THE LORD
- SOLEMNITY

God himself chose to dwell among us.

God did not create a new being in Jesus Christ. Rather, his only begotten Son – the second person of the Trinity –
came to dwell among us. Through him we have the fullness of revelation of who God is, and we are reunited and
reconciled to God in his glory.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
Isaiah prophesies the exiled Israelites’ return to Zion, glorifying the Lord and his strength. The author of Hebrews
writes that God’s revelation is complete in the person of his Son. In the Gospel, John writes, In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The Father’s only Son became flesh and dwelled
among us, and John [the Baptist] gave witness to him and said this man was the one he said was coming.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST:

With joy and hope, let us bring our prayers and petitions to our God, who is King.

1)

For Pope Francis, may God continue to bless him with vitality as he shepherds his flock, the Church, let us
pray to the Lord.

2)

For legislators and policy-makers, may the Lord guide their decision-making in order to protect the lives of
the unborn, let us pray to the Lord.

3)

For all those who feel lonely this Christmas season, may Jesus bring them comfort, let us pray to the Lord.

4)

For all families gathered today, as we seek to emulate the model of the Holy Family of Nazareth, let us pray
to the Lord.

5)

For all the faithful departed, may they rejoice in heaven with the risen Christ and all the angels and saints,
let us pray to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: Father of Love and Mercy, in your goodness you sent us your Son, whose birth we celebrate today.
We ask that you hear and answer these prayers, through Christ our Lord.

Subscribe to Daily Universal Prayer and Commentary at store.faithcatholic.com

