FREE DIGITAL
SAMPLE FOR

Sept 13-19,
2020

FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2020
(Lec. 130)
1)
Sirach 27:30–28:7
2)
Romans 14:7-9
3)
Matthew 18:21-35

24 SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME
TH

FOCUS: Forgiveness is a choice that leads to life.
Life always offers us choices – will we hold onto anger or choose to forgive? Will we live with a spirit of compassion
or withhold mercy? Will we hold onto hurts and grievances or extend a hand in peace? Living out the commands
of God is no easy task, but if we show mercy and forgiveness to others, we are assured of the same from our
heavenly Father.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
Sirach tells the people, Wrath and anger are hateful things, yet the sinner hugs them tight. Thus, they are to forgive
their neighbor as they wish to be forgiven by the Lord. Paul tells the Romans, None of us lives for oneself, and no
one dies for oneself. For if we live, we live for the Lord. In the Gospel, Jesus answers Peter’s question of how often
he must forgive by telling him the parable of the unforgiving servant.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST: Trusting in God’s mercy and compassion, we offer our prayers and petitions.
1)

For the Church, may the Lord bless her and keep her safe from all evil, let us pray to the Lord.

2)

For harmony and justice in our nation and across the world, may the Prince of Peace dwell in the hearts of
all, let us pray to the Lord.

3)

For all who are holding on to past hurts and grievances, may the Lord give them the grace to forgive, let us
pray to the Lord.

4)

For this family of faith, may the Lord fill us with love and truth and guide us in the ways of wisdom, let us
pray to the Lord.

5)

For our beloved dead, may they know the loving embrace of our merciful Father, let us pray to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: Father of mercy and compassion, look beyond our sins and hear the prayers we offer you with contrite
and repentant hearts. We ask this in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC
Monday, September 14, 2020
(Lec. 638)
1)
Numbers 21:4b-9
2)
Philippians 2:6-11
3)
John 3:13-17

THE EXALTATION
OF THE
HOLY CROSS
- FEAST

FOCUS: God so loved the world that he gave his only Son.
The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross is both profound, and humbling. For the cross, the ultimate sign of
our faith and the means by which Christ saves us, is also a representation of the torturous method of execution
that Christ underwent on our behalf. We hail not the death the cross inflicted, but the life which arose from it, making
it holy and saving the world from sin and death.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
In the first reading, the people are complaining that Moses led them out into the desert to die. In punishment, the
Lord sent serpents – when they bit the people, many died; later, the people would look upon them mounted on a
pole and live. Paul writes to the Philippians that Christ, though he was in the form of God … humbled himself,
becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross. In the Gospel, Jesus tells Nicodemus that God so loved the
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST: As we stand in the shadow of the cross, we ask our loving Father to hear our prayers.
1)

For our Holy Father, Pope Francis, and all who shepherd our souls, let us pray to the Lord.

2)

For leaders of nations, may they be blessed by the Holy Spirit with a heart open to the truth of God’s word,
let us pray to the Lord.

3)

For caregivers and counselors, and all who help to carry the cross of those who are ill or have sorrow, let
us pray to the Lord.

4)

For this community of faith, may the Lord bless our relationships, and grant us purity of heart and mind, let
us pray to the Lord.

5)

For those who have died, may they be held this day by the crucified and risen Son of God, let us pray to
the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: Gracious God, we humbly place our needs before you. Hear and answer them according to your holy will.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC

Tuesday, September 15, 2020
(Lec. 444)
1)
1 Corinthians 12:12-14,
27-31a
(Lec. 639)
2)
John 19:25-27
or Luke 2:33-35

TUESDAY OF
24 WEEK
IN ORDINARY TIME
(OBL MEM
Our Lady of Sorrows)
TH

FOCUS: Mary suffered seven sorrows as the mother of Jesus.
The Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows honors the spiritual martyrdom of Mary, who suffered seven sorrows as the
mother of Jesus. We are reminded of her compassion and her faithfulness in the midst of unspeakable evil.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
Paul writes to the Corinthians that as a body has many parts, and all parts make up a body, so also in Christ. They
are Christ’s Body, and individually parts of it, each with different gifts and roles. In the Gospel, while on the cross,
Jesus commends the care of his mother, and his beloved disciple, to each other.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST: Let us now gather our prayers on behalf of the needs of the world, and bring them before our loving God.
1)

For the Church, may the Lord, the giver of all spiritual gifts, bestow on her every good thing, let us pray to
the Lord.

2)

For our civil leaders, may God shepherd them in their governance of those whom they serve, let us pray to
the Lord.

3)

For those who grieve, may they find solace through the intercession of Mary, Our Lady of Sorrows, let us
pray to the Lord.

4)

For all of us gathered here in this holy place, may the Lord continue to help us grow closer to him in all that
we do, let us pray to the Lord.

5)

For those who have died, may their souls be received into the eternal life and peace of heaven, let us pray
to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: Almighty and ever-living God, hear the prayers we bring before you today, through Christ our Lord.
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC
Wednesday, September 16, 2020
(Lec. 445)
1)
1 Corinthians 12:31–13:13
2)
Luke 7:31-35

WEDNESDAY OF
24 WEEK
IN ORDINARY TIME
(OBL MEM
Saints Cornelius,
Pope
and Cyprian,
Bishop,
Martyrs)
TH

FOCUS: Focusing on love as the highest virtue and pursuit helps us grow in relationship with God.
It is easy to become set in our ways of thinking and miss the very things God is showing us in order to help us grow
in relationship with him. But today’s readings give us insight into overcoming this difficulty. Focusing on love – as
the highest virtue and pursuit – will make it easier for us to receive and comprehend the wisdom God intends for
us.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
Paul describes to the Corinthians the true practice of love, and emphasizes its importance above all other virtues
and pursuits. In the Gospel, Jesus tells the crowd that although they neither accepted the asceticism of John the
Baptist nor agree with the table fellowship of Jesus, the actions of both John and Jesus are rooted in wisdom.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST: Let us unite our hearts and lift up our prayers to the Lord, who is loving and merciful.
1)

For all members of the Church, may the Lord increase in us the virtues of faith, hope, and charity, let us
pray to the Lord.

2)

For those who govern, may the Spirit of wisdom guide them in their service, let us pray to the Lord.

3)

For all families who are facing brokenness and discord, may the Lord strengthen them in their commitment
to love one another through times of joy and challenge, let us pray to the Lord.

4)

For our faith community, may the Lord continue to draw us into greater communion with each other, let us
pray to the Lord.

5)

For our beloved departed, may Saints Cornelius and Cyprian, and all the angels, saints, and martyrs, greet
them with our Lord in his Kingdom, let us pray to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: Loving and eternal Father, hear and answer these prayers we have brought before you in the name of
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC
Thursday, September 17, 2020
(Lec. 446)
1)
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
2)
Luke 7:36-50

THURSDAY OF
24 WEEK
IN ORDINARY TIME
(Opt. Mem.
Saint Robert Bellarmine,
Bishop and Doctor
of the Church)
TH

FOCUS: If we seek God’s forgiveness and mercy, we will receive it.
Throughout the Gospels, we often hear Jesus say to people who have thrown themselves at his mercy: “Your faith
has saved you.” It is frequently associated with the healing of a physical disease or deformity, but sometimes, like
today, it is an inner healing – a cleansing of the soul. If we repent, we will be forgiven.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
In the first reading, Saint Paul reminds the Corinthians of the Gospel he preached to them, through which they are
being saved if they hold fast to it: That Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures. In the Gospel,
Jesus dines with a Pharisee in his home. While there, a sinful woman repents and, through her actions and faith,
is forgiven of her sins by Jesus.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST: Let us now offer our humble petitions to the Lord.
1)

For the Church, may Christ the Good Shepherd lead all lost sheep back to the fold, let us pray to the Lord.

2)

For leaders across the globe, may their hearts be swayed by God’s law to respect life, let us pray to the
Lord.

3)

For those whose loved ones have suffered from the effects of the global pandemic, may God console them
in their grief, let us pray to the Lord.

4)

For the students in our faith community, may the Holy Spirit enlighten them in truth and give them joy in
their studies, let us pray to the Lord.

5)

For all those who have recently died, may they enjoy eternal life through the mercy of our loving God, let us
pray to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: Merciful Father, we ask you to accept our petitions in the name of your Son, Jesus the Lord.
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC

Friday, September 18, 2020
(Lec. 447)
1)
1 Corinthians 15:12-20
2)
Luke 8:1-3

FRIDAY OF
24 WEEK
IN ORDINARY TIME
TH

FOCUS: As disciples of Jesus, let us proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God.
In today’s first reading, Paul points out the paradox and logical fallacy that the Corinthians are living when they
proclaim Christ’s resurrection while simultaneously arguing there can be no bodily resurrection. His message, while
specific to that particular community, is also universal: By our profession of faith we proclaim a truth that we are
meant to live and embody.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
Saint Paul asks the Corinthians how it is they can say there is no resurrection of the dead. For he has preached
Christ as risen, and their faith is vain otherwise. In the Gospel, Jesus continues traveling and preaching the Gospel
while accompanied by the Twelve and several women, including Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Susanna.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST: Confident that the Lord hears us with compassion, let us pray for the needs around us.
1)

That the Lord may bless and graciously watch over his Church, let us pray to the Lord.

2)

That Christ may guide the hearts and minds of those who govern, let us pray to the Lord.

3)

That all who suffer persecution may find freedom through Christ’s mercy, let us pray to the Lord.

4)

That teachers and catechists in our community may be blessed with a joyful heart and a spirit of wisdom,
let us pray to the Lord.

5)

That those who have died may someday rise in glory with Christ, let us pray to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: God in heaven, you sent your Son to show us the way. Hear the prayers we now bring before you, and
grant them according to your holy will. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC

Saturday, September 19, 2020
(Lec. 448)
1)
1 Corinthians 15:35-37,
42-49
2)
Luke 8:4-15

SATURDAY OF
24 WEEK
IN ORDINARY TIME
(Opt. Mem.
Saint Januarius,
Bishop and Martyr;
Saturday in honor of BVM)
TH

FOCUS: Through God’s mercy and our faith, we will be remade in Christ’s image.
In answering the Corinthians’ question regarding how the dead are raised, Paul uses an agricultural analogy: The
form of what is sown (a bare kernel of wheat, perhaps) is not the form of what is reaped. In God’s great mercy, and
through our perseverance in faith, our resurrected bodies will be more like Christ’s body, the source of life. To
conform to Christ, our hearts must be rich soil. We must hear the word of God and act on it.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
Paul writes to the Corinthians that just as what they sow must die to bring forth new life, so will their natural bodies
be transformed after their death. In the Gospel, Jesus tells a crowd the parable of the sower and explains its
meaning to the disciples. Those who embrace the word of God will bear fruit through perseverance.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST: With humble hearts, we come before the Lord, trusting him with our needs and petitions.
1)

For the Church, may the seeds of the Gospel planted within her be nourished by the Spirit and bear much
fruit, let us pray to the Lord.

2)

For world leaders, may the Holy Spirit guide their decision-making and help them grow in charity and
generosity, let us pray to the Lord.

3)

For farmers, may the Lord bless their hard work and loving care for the land and reward them with a bountiful
harvest, let us pray to the Lord.

4)

For all of us gathered here, may the word of God find in us a rich soil for bearing good fruit, let us pray to
the Lord.

5)

For all our loved ones who have gone before us in faith, may they one day rise to new life with Christ, let us
pray to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: Father, you have planted the seed of the Word in our hearts and nourished our faith. Hear the prayers we
bring before you in that faith, we ask through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
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