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Monday, April 19, 2021 MONDAY OF 
(Lec. 273)  THIRD WEEK 
1) Acts 6:8-15 OF EASTER 
2) John 6:22-29 
 
 
FOCUS: As believers in Jesus, we are the work of God. 
 
God works in many ways: through his creation, through history, and through the lives of his people. Jesus assures 
the crowd who followed him looking for food that the work of God is that you believe in the one he sent. Our faith 
is a gift from God in which we are called to cooperate, not an accomplishment about which we can boast.  
 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD   
 
Stephen’s working [of] great wonders and signs among the people caused some of the so-called Synagogue of 
Freedmen to try and debate with him, but they could not keep up. So they brought him before the Sanhedrin and 
some testified falsely against him. In the Gospel, the crowds continue to look for and follow Jesus. He tells them to 
work for the food that endures for eternal life rather than that which fills them only temporarily. 
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: With renewed Easter faith, we turn to God, who desires what is best for all people, and bring him our 
prayers. 
 
1) For the Church, may the Holy Spirit guide us in loving one another as God loves us, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For leaders of nations, may God guide them in just and prudential decision-making, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) For safety and protection against terrorism and violence, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For this community gathered together, may the Lord continue to help us grow in faith and to conform our 

lives to him, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For the faithful departed, may they soon be received into God’s eternal kingdom, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Eternal Father, we trust in your love for all of your children on earth. Hear our prayers, which we offer in 
the name of Jesus, your Son and our Lord.  
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Tuesday, April 20, 2021 TUESDAY OF 
(Lec. 274)  THIRD WEEK 
1) Acts 7:51–8:1a OF EASTER 
2) John 6:30-35 
 
 
FOCUS: Jesus reveals the Father’s love, made manifest in the Eucharist that we are invited to receive. 
 
The crowd asks Jesus for a sign, so they may know that he is who he claims to be. We, too, often seek signs from 
God in order to more fully take him at his word. When it is made clear that God the Father sends life-giving bread 
to the world to feed his people, the crowd asks to always receive the bread. May we, too, stand in wonder and awe 
as we come to receive the bread of life, sent from our Father who loves us. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
Stephen enrages the people by telling them they are a stiff-necked people who always oppose the Holy Spirit. 
When he proclaims that he see[s] the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God, the 
people cast him out of the city and stone him, with Saul consenting to his death. In the Gospel, the crowd asks 
Jesus for a sign, that they might believe. They refer to Moses feeding his people. Jesus says it was the Father who 
fed his people, and it is the Father who gives the true bread from heaven. In awe, they ask to always receive this 
bread. 
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: As our Lord has lovingly cared for us, his people, we humbly bring these petitions before him. 
 
1) For the Church, the people of God, may we, with the help of the Holy Spirit, continue to grow in the likeness 

of Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For world leaders, may God bless their efforts to work for the betterment of all whom they serve, let us pray 

to the Lord. 
 
3) For those who are sick, may they be comforted by the Lord’s abiding presence and his redemption of their 

suffering, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For our faith community, may this Eucharistic celebration strengthen us in mind, body, and spirit, let us pray 

to the Lord. 
 
5) For those who have died, may God, who is mercy, shower his mercy upon them, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Father, we thank you for your love for us, your sons and daughters. We offer these prayers and all of 
our intentions through your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
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Wednesday, April 21, 2021 WEDNESDAY OF 
(Lec. 275)  THIRD WEEK 
1) Acts 8:1b-8 OF EASTER 
2) John 6:35-40 (Opt. Mem. 
   Saint Anselm, 
   Bishop and Doctor 
   of the Church) 
 
FOCUS: Jesus is the true desire of the human heart.   
 
Jesus tells the crowd whoever comes to me will never hunger, and whoever believes in me will never thirst. Our 
desire for bread and water signal their necessity to our survival. Yet, bread, water, and all the things of this world 
will always leave us thirsting for more. Only when we turn to Jesus will our hearts be finally satisfied.  
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD   
 
In the first reading, the Church in Jerusalem is under persecution, with Saul trying to destroy it. Philip went to 
Samaria to preach and worked signs and brought joy to that city. In the Gospel, Jesus says he is the bread of life, 
and that it is the Father’s will that everyone who sees the Son and believes in him may have eternal life. 
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: Confident that God knows the needs of our hearts and seeks to give us what we need, we now offer 
him our prayers and petitions. 
 
1) For Holy Mother Church, may the Lord look graciously upon her needs,  sanctify her  and increase her in 

holiness, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For civil and business leaders around the world, may the Lord give them grace to respond to the needs of 

the most vulnerable whom they serve, let us pray to the Lord.  
 
3) For those exiled from their homes by threat of violence, war, or persecution, let us pray to Lord.  
 
4) For those gathered here, may the Lord ever increase our faith, and guide us on the path of virtue, let us 

pray to the Lord.  
 
5) For those who have died, may they be raised on the last day to the fullness of life, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Good and gracious God, you promise to feed us with a bread that never fails to satisfy. Hear these 
prayers we make and graciously give us what we need. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
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Thursday, April 22, 2021 THURSDAY OF 
(Lec. 276)  THIRD WEEK 
1) Acts 8:26-40 OF EASTER 
2) John 6:44-51 
 
 
FOCUS: The gift of eternal life in Jesus is meant to be shared, by teaching and inviting others. 
 
Jesus is the greatest gift we could ever receive. He not only teaches us, he gives us life when we consume his 
flesh in the Eucharist. When we receive this gift well, it impels us to teach others about him and invite them to share 
in the eternal life we’ve been given, as Philip does for the Ethiopian. 
 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD   
 
In the reading from the Acts of the Apostles, Philip instructs the Ethiopian eunuch in Scripture, proclaiming Jesus 
to him, and then baptizes him. In the Gospel Jesus says, I am the living bread that came down from heaven; 
whoever eats this bread will live forever. 
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: Having heard the word of the Lord, let us come to him with our needs and intentions. 
 
1) For the Church, may the grace and love found in the sacraments help all of us draw closer to the abundant 

mercy of God’s love, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For all elected officials and government leaders, may the Holy Spirit help them be attentive to his prophetic 

message, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) For all who know bodily or spiritual hunger, may God’s providence bring them relief and strength, let us pray 

to the Lord. 
 
4) For this community, may the gifts of God’s word and the Eucharist nourish us and make us grow in holiness, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For those who have died, may Jesus the living bread raise them to eternal life, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Father, we thank you for drawing us to yourself and giving us life. Hear the prayers we offer through 
your Son, Christ our Lord. 
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Friday, April 23, 2021 FRIDAY OF 
(Lec. 277)  THIRD WEEK 
1) Acts 9:1-20 OF EASTER 
2) John 6:52-59 (Opt. Mem. 
   Saint George, 
   Martyr; 
   Saint Adalbert, 
   Bishop and Martyr) 
 
FOCUS: Christ offers us eternal life through his body and blood. 
 
The One who shed his blood on the cross and rose again in the flesh offers his body and blood to us as food. As 
flesh and blood together equal life, how much more should we hunger for the true food and drink – real nourishment 
enabling us to live under the mantle of Christ’s protection here on earth.    
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD  
 
In the first reading, Saul is still persecuting the Church. But on a journey to Damascus in order to arrest Christians, 
he saw a bright light and heard the voice of Jesus. He undergoes a conversion and is later baptized. In the Gospel, 
those who hear Jesus wonder how he can give them his Flesh to eat. Jesus says, Whoever eats my Flesh and 
drinks my Blood has eternal life. 
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
  
PRIEST: Trusting in Jesus who gives us life through his body and blood, let us offer our prayers this day. 
 
1) For our Holy Father, Pope Francis, and all the clergy, may the Lord richly bless them in their dedication to 

the Church and to the preaching of the Gospel, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For government leaders across the world, may God multiply their efforts to end wars, and work toward world 

peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) For those living with chronic illness, may the Lord grant them consolation in their suffering, and patient hope 

for healing, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For our faith community, may the Holy Spirit help us to grow in our reflection of God’s mercy to one another, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For those who have died in Christ, nourished by true bread in this life, may they know eternal happiness in 

the next, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Eternal Father, in your kindness, please hear and answer our prayers according to your wisdom. We 
ask through Jesus Christ your Son. 
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Saturday, April 24, 2021           SATURDAY OF 
(Lec. 278)  THIRD WEEK 
1) Acts 9:31-42 OF EASTER 
2) John 6:60-69 (Opt. Mem. 
   Saint Fidelis of Sigmaringen, 
   Priest and Martyr) 
 
FOCUS: Master, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life 
 
Peter professed faith in Jesus even when his teachings became difficult. The Holy Spirit then transformed him to 
take the Gospel to the world. In the name of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit, Peter worked miracles, even 
raising the dead. The number of people who turned to the Lord, and came to believe in him, continued to grow and 
grow. We, too, accept the sayings of Jesus, and this makes room for the Holy Spirit to work in us. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
Saint Peter performs two miracles, healing a paralytic and raising a woman from the dead. Because of these signs, 
many came to believe in the Lord. In the Gospel, many who were listening to Jesus said, This saying is hard; who 
can accept it? and they ceased following him. The Twelve stayed, with Peter saying, Master, to whom shall we go? 
… [we] are convinced that you are the Holy One of God.  
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: Let us unite our hearts and prayers, raising them to our Father in heaven. 
 
1) For Pope Francis and all who minister in the Church, may Christ’s merciful love be their guide and strength, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For an end to violence across and among nations, may the peace of Christ prevail in every heart, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
 
3) For the terminally ill, may they find comfort in Christ, present amidst their suffering, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For all who moved away from the practice of their faith, may the Lord enkindle their desire for him, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For all who have fallen asleep in the hope of rising again, may they be welcomed into God’s loving presence, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Heavenly Father, we offer our prayers to you, asking that you turn your gaze upon us and graciously 
answer our needs. We pray through your Son, Jesus Christ. 
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SUNDAY, APRIL 25, 2021 FOURTH SUNDAY 
(Lec. 50)  OF EASTER 
1) Acts 4:8-12 
2) 1 John 3:1-2 
3) John 10:11-18 
 
FOCUS: We are God’s children; we are the flock of the Good Shepherd, who lays down his life for us.  
 
God loves us so much that we are not simply called God’s children, but in fact are God’s children now. This love is 
that of a good shepherd, who knows and cherishes his sheep, and who, unlike others, will sacrifice his own life for 
the safety of his flock.   
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD   
 
In the first reading, Peter proclaims to the elders that the cripple who has been healed and saved was done so in 
the name of Jesus.  This is the Jesus that they had crucified and whom God raised from the dead. The First Letter 
of John says that through the love of God we are now the children of God; what we shall become is not yet revealed.  
In the Gospel, Jesus says, I am the good shepherd…[who] lays down his life for the sheep.    
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: Let us now offer our petitions to our Father in heaven. 
 
1) For the pope, bishops, and all leaders of the Church, may God guide them in their efforts to shepherd his 

people, let us pray to the Lord.    
 
2) For our national and local leaders, may God help them see those whom they serve with the eyes of Christ, 

let us pray to the Lord.   
 
3) For the sick and those worried about the health of loved ones, may the Lord protect them from all needless 

anxiety and bring them health of mind and body, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For this faith community, may the Holy Spirit help us and guide us to hear the Shepherd’s voice in our lives, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For all who have died marked with the sign of faith, may they experience fullness of joy with God and the 

saints in heaven, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Father, we entrust our prayers to you in the holy name of your Son, Jesus Christ.  
 
 
 


