FREE DIGITAL
SAMPLE FOR

February
15-21, 2021

FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC

Monday, February 15, 2021
(Lec. 335)
1)
Genesis 4:1-15, 25
2)
Mark 8:11-13
FOCUS:

MONDAY OF
SIXTH WEEK
IN ORDINARY TIME

Let us open our hearts to Jesus.

In the Gospel, the Pharisees want a sign from Jesus and he refuses, knowing that their hearts are hardened. Let
us open our hearts to God’s call in our lives today and place our trust in him.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
In the first reading, Cain and Abel are born from the union of the man and Eve. When they are grown, the Lord
looks with favor on Abel, but not Cain. Cain is resentful and kills Abel, and the Lord marks Cain so that no one
would, in turn, kill him. In the Gospel, the Pharisees ask for a sign from Jesus, and he tells them that their generation
will not receive a sign.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST:

With trust in our gracious God, we humbly offer our prayers and petitions.

1)

For leaders in the Church, may God grant them integrity and strength as they shepherd their flocks, let us
pray to the Lord.

2)

For elected officials, may God guide and support them as leaders of justice and mercy, let us pray to the
Lord.

3)

For those who suffer from injury or physical disability, may God provide them with strength, healing, and
perseverance, let us pray to the Lord.

4)

For the faith community gathered together today, may God grant us patience and understanding with one
another, let us pray to the Lord.

5)

For the faithfully departed, may God welcome them into his Kingdom and grant them everlasting life, let us
pray to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: Gracious God, thank you for hearing our prayers. We offer them to you with thanksgiving and praise,
through Christ our Lord.
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Tuesday, February 16, 2021
(Lec. 336)
1)
Genesis 6:5-8;
7:1-5, 10
2)
Mark 8:14-21
FOCUS:

TUESDAY OF
SIXTH WEEK
IN ORDINARY TIME

Negative influences can harden our hearts.

Like a little yeast (leaven) affects a batch of dough, negative influences can cause hearts to harden. This happened
with the Pharisees’ attitudes influencing the disciples. Sometimes we need a fresh start to cleanse our hearts, as
the earth had a fresh start after the flood.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
The Lord regretted that he had made man on the earth, and threatens to destroy much of creation. He finds favor
with Noah, however, and commands him to build an ark and bring animals into it to repopulate the earth after the
flood the Lord will send. In the Gospel, Jesus uses leaven as a symbol to tell his disciples not to have the evil
disposition of the Pharisees which leads to a hardening of hearts.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST:

With trust in our merciful God, let us bring him our prayers today.

1)

For all members of the Church, may the Holy Spirit strengthen us in our work of building the kingdom of
God on earth, let us pray to the Lord.

2)

For legislatures around the world, may God embolden them in enacting policies to protect human life in all
stages, let us pray to the Lord.

3)

For those who are hungry or food insecure, may the love of God call forth people and resources to meet
their needs, let us pray to the Lord.

4)

For this faith community, may the Lord’s compassion enable us to see and respond to one another’s
suffering, let us pray to the Lord.

5)

For those who have died, may God welcome them into eternal life, let us pray to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: Heavenly Father, we humbly ask you to look kindly on the prayers we bring before you today, in the
name of Jesus, your Son.
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2021
(Lec. 219)
1)
Joel 2:12-18
2)
2 Corinthians 5:20–6:2
3)
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18
FOCUS:

ASH WEDNESDAY

As we begin the season of Lent, we are invited to draw closer to God.

As we begin this season of Lent, today’s readings invite us to trust in the Lord’s mercy and forgiveness, and seek
to draw closer to him through repentance and reconciliation. This journey of conversion of heart should be reflected
in the disciplines of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, practiced in a manner that is pleasing to God.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
The prophet Joel speaks the Lord’s words in exhorting all the people to gather in fasting and return to the Lord, who is
gracious and merciful. Paul implores the Corinthians to receive God’s grace fruitfully and be reconciled to him. In the
Gospel, Jesus says to give alms, to pray, and to fast out of a desire to please God rather than to be praised by others.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST:
world.

Trusting in the Lord’s mercy, let us bring before him our prayers and petitions for ourselves and for the

1)

For the Church throughout the world, may the Lord lead us into a deeper conversion of heart through the
practices of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, let us pray to the Lord.

2)

For those who govern, may the Spirit guide them in their decision-making for the common good, let us pray
to the Lord.

3)

For children throughout the world, especially those who are in need of food, shelter, and care, may the Lord
protect and guard them, let us pray to the Lord.

4)

For all members of this faith community, may the Lord help us persevere in our Lenten commitments in the
face of distractions and temptations, let us pray to the Lord.

5)

For all the faithful departed, may the Lord’s perpetual light shine upon them and bring them everlasting joy,
let us pray to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: Hear these prayers we bring before you, O Lord, and answer them in accordance with your merciful and
divine will. We ask through Christ our Lord.
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Thursday, February 18, 2021
(Lec. 220)
1)
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
2)
Luke 9:22-25
FOCUS:

THURSDAY AFTER
ASH WEDNESDAY

Each of us must choose to pick up our cross each day and follow Jesus.

For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. Jesus’ words
today challenge us to live as his disciples by letting go of the desire for personal gain and saying yes to God’s will
for our lives. Bearing our cross each day looks different for each person.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
In the first reading, Moses sets before the people life and prosperity, death and doom and tells them which
behaviors will lead to each. He instructs God’s people to choose life, blessing, and prosperity by loving God and
walking in his ways. In the Gospel, Jesus speaks of the inevitable suffering of the Son of Man, and states, If anyone
wishes to come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST:

Gathered as one people, let us ask God to hear the prayers we bring before him.

1)

That the Lord may inspire men and women to choose to follow Christ through vocations to the ordained and
consecrated life, let us pray to the Lord.

2)

That the Holy Spirit may renew the commitment of our nation’s leaders in choosing life, let us pray to the
Lord.

3)

That God may give strength to those whose crosses seem too burdensome to bear, let us pray to the Lord.

4)

That Christ may bless our practices of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving during this Lenten season, let us pray
to the Lord.

5)

That all who lose their life this day may gain eternal life in Christ, let us pray to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST:
Lord.

God of Life, hear our prayers and answer them according to your will. We ask this through Christ our
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Friday, February 19, 2021
(Lec. 221)
1)
Isaiah 58:1-9a
2)
Matthew 9:14-15
FOCUS:

FRIDAY AFTER
ASH WEDNESDAY

Lent is an invitation to sacrifice and grow in our journey toward Easter.

Fasting, which is discussed in both readings today, is not just about abstaining from food. True fasting can mean
performing works of mercy or “fasting” from things that draw our attention away from God and from our life as
Christians. When we fast in an authentic way, we let our light break forth like the dawn.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
Isaiah prophesies of the people’s wickedness and sins, and criticizes their motivation for fasting. He tells them the
Lord desires fasting that frees those bound and oppressed, feeds the hungry, shelters the homeless, and clothes
the naked. In the Gospel, Jesus answers a question from John’s disciples about fasting with his own question: Can
the wedding guests mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them?
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST: As we begin our Lenten journey, we turn our hearts and minds to our heavenly Father and present our
petitions to him.
1)

For all members of the Church, may God draw us ever closer to himself during this Lenten season, let us
pray to the Lord.

2)

For leaders of nations and all those in authority, may God guide them in governing with wisdom and
compassion, let us pray to the Lord.

3)

For those who struggle with mental illness, may God’s healing grace come upon them, let us pray to the
Lord.

4)

For this community of faith, may the Holy Spirit enkindle in us a fire for the corporal works of mercy during
this Lenten season, let us pray to the Lord.

5)

For those who have died, may they rejoice with God in their eternal home in heaven, let us pray to the
Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: Father of love and mercy, we ask you to graciously hear the prayers we offer today. Through your Son,
Christ our Lord.
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Saturday, February 20, 2021
(Lec. 222)
1)
Isaiah 58:9b-14
2)
Luke 5:27-32
FOCUS:

SATURDAY AFTER
ASH WEDNESDAY

Jesus said to Levi, Follow me.

After calling Levi, the tax collector, Jesus explains to the Pharisees that he has come not to call the righteous, but
to call sinners. He calls each one of us to repentance in this season of Lent. Let us pray daily with humble hearts,
asking for his healing and forgiveness.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
Isaiah prophesies of the behaviors that will lead to God’s blessing and his guidance always. In the Gospel, Jesus
calls Levi [Matthew] to follow him. He leaves everything behind and follows Jesus. Jesus tells the complaining
Pharisees that he has not come to call the righteous to repentance but sinners.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST:

As members of the Body of Christ, we humbly bring our prayers and petitions to God.

1)

For Pope Francis, may God grant him courage and strength in his mission to spread the Good News, let us
pray to the Lord.

2)

For national leaders, may God lead them in greater selflessness in their call to serve, let us pray to the
Lord.

3)

For families who are estranged from one another, may God’s grace bring about healing, forgiveness, and
reconciliation, let us pray to the Lord.

4)

For members of this faith community, may the Holy Spirit guide our thoughts and actions this day, let us
pray to the Lord.

5)

For the faithful departed, may they rest in the loving embrace of the Father in heaven, let us pray to the
Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: Merciful Father, through the death of your Son you have restored humanity to your love. Hear the
prayers we now offer through him, he who is Christ our Lord.
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2021
(Lec. 23)
1)
Genesis 9:8-15
2)
1 Peter 3:18-22
3)
Mark 1:12-15
FOCUS:

FIRST SUNDAY
OF LENT

If we go into the desert with Jesus this Lent, his grace will move us forward in our life of faith.

Lent isn’t an end unto itself; we go into the desert with Jesus in order to advance in holiness and in our spiritual life.
All the blessings and trials in our lives are not closed events. They’re precursors to more: greater trust in God,
deeper union with him, and a greater sense of our mission to proclaim the kingdom of God.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
In the first reading, God establishes a covenant with Noah and his sons, promising never to flood the earth again.
In the second reading, Peter writes to his community about those in the days of Noah who were saved through
water. This prefigured baptism, which is what saves them now. In the Gospel, Jesus is tempted by Satan in the
desert. He then goes to Galilee to begin his public ministry.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST:

Approaching the throne of our heavenly Father, let us offer our prayers for the Church and the world.

1)

For the Church, may the Lord guide and protect her in proclaiming the kingdom of God to all, let us pray to
the Lord.

2)

For those who serve in state and local governments, may the Holy Spirit inspire them in working to protect
the most vulnerable, especially the unborn, let us pray to the Lord.

3)

For those burdened to the point of despair, may God’s grace poured out upon them strengthen and uphold
them, let us pray to the Lord.

4)

For this faith community, may the Lord’s presence here in Word and sacrament open our hearts more fully
to the Gospel message, let us pray to the Lord.

5)

For the faithful departed, may they soon rejoice with all the angels and saints in heaven, let us pray to the
Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: Hear our prayers, God our Father, as we turn to you, the source of all goodness. We ask this through
your Son, Christ our Lord.
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