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SUNDAY, JULY 25, 2021 17TH SUNDAY 
(Lec. 110)  IN ORDINARY TIME 
1) 2 Kings 4:42-44 
2) Ephesians 4:1-6 
3) John 6:1-15 
 
FOCUS: Offer your gift, however inadequate, with thanksgiving, trusting the power of God. 
 
Today’s sign from John’s Gospel, the feeding of the five thousand, shows the power of God. The boy gave five 
loaves and two fish. It was a small amount, but it was all he had. Jesus took the loaves and gave thanks, and God 
provided food for many. We, too, can benefit from these three steps: Offer what we have. Give thanks. Expect God 
to act. 
 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD   
 
In today’s first reading, Elisha the prophet directs his protesting servant to give his barley loaves to the people 
to eat. The Lord multiplies this offering and feeds a hundred people, with some left over. Paul urges the 
Ephesians to live in humility, working to preserve unity. In the Gospel, Jesus feeds five thousand people with five 
barley loaves and two fish. 
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER  
 
PRIEST: With trust in God’s generous provision, let us offer our prayers this day. 
 
1) For the pilgrim Church on earth, may the Holy Spirit continue to protect her and preserve her, let us pray to 

the Lord. 
 
2) For those in public office, may the Lord bless their efforts to protect the dignity and sanctity of life, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
 
3) For those who hunger for God, and for all who seek to provide them their daily bread, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
 
4) For our faith community, as we celebrate the Eucharist, may the Holy Spirit help us grow in unity and love, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For those who have died in the light of Christ, may they rejoice in fellowship with the saints in glory, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Heavenly Father, please hear and answer our prayers according to your holy will. We ask this through 
Jesus Christ, your Son. 
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Monday, July 26, 2021 MONDAY OF 
(Lec. 401)  17TH WEEK 
1) Exodus 32:15-24, 30-34 IN ORDINARY TIME 
2) Matthew 13:31-35 (OBL MEM 
   Saints Joachim and Anne, 
   Parents of the 
   Blessed Virgin Mary) 
 
FOCUS: God uses what is to bring about what can be. 
 
Mustard seeds and yeast are both small in comparison to their context – that is, a plot of land and a loaf of bread 
– yet mighty in their ability to transform themselves and the things around them. If those two things can make such 
a difference, how could each one of us not do the same? For God uses what is to bring about what can be. 
 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
In the first reading, Moses descends the mountain with God’s commandments. His anger is aroused by the sins 
the people are committing. He goes before the Lord, interceding on their behalf. In the Gospel, Jesus likens the 
kingdom of heaven to a mustard seed and to yeast. 
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: Let us now offer our prayers to God, for our needs and the needs of our world. 
 
1) For all members of the Church, may God grant us fortitude in facing the daily challenges that come with 

being a disciple of Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For those in civil authority, may the grace of God guide them in their leadership roles, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
 
3) For those who are sick, may the Lord pour out his mercy on their hearts and give them hope, let us pray to 

the Lord. 
 
4) For all present, may we grow in faith, hope, and love through the grace of our baptism and these sacred 

mysteries, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For all who have died marked with the sign of faith, may they come to know refreshment, rest, and peace 

in the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: God of salvation, we give thanks to you. In your goodness, listen kindly to the prayers we have offered, 
through Christ our Lord. 
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Tuesday, July 27, 2021 TUESDAY OF 
(Lec. 402)  17TH WEEK 
1) Exodus 33:7-11; IN ORDINARY TIME 
  34:5b-9, 28 
2) Matthew 13:36-43 
 
FOCUS: We are to live in the presence of God, listening to his words and carrying them out. 
 
Today’s readings show us the value of living in God’s presence – encountering God throughout the day as Moses 
did, face-to-face, in his tent. Through this prayerful daily posture, we can come to know God; listen to his voice 
through prayer, Scripture, and our circumstances; and follow his commandments.   
 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD   
 
In the first reading, Moses encounters God, comes to know of his graciousness and mercy, and intercedes for the 
people so that God might once again claim them as his own. In the Gospel, Jesus explains the parable of the 
weeds and the wheat. At the end of time, all will be judged according to their actions and their obedience to God’s 
word. 
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: As a people claimed by God, we have the confidence to approach him with our needs. 
 
1) That all the clergy and religious may be strengthened in their witness to God’s kingdom, and that he may 

raise up many vocations, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
1) That public servants may possess the virtues of honesty and integrity in their work, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
 
3) That those who are marginalized or overlooked by society may be blessed with the certainty that Jesus 

loves and knows each of them by name, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) That the goodness of the Lord may be revealed through us as we place ourselves in service to one another, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) That all who have died may soon rest in peace in God’s eternal kingdom, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Merciful and gracious God, with trust we place before you the needs of your people around the world. 
Please listen to our prayers and answer them according to your will, through Christ our Lord.  
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Wednesday, July 28, 2021 WEDNESDAY OF 
(Lec. 403)  17TH WEEK 
1) Exodus 34:29-35 IN ORDINARY TIME 
2) Matthew 13:44-46 
 
FOCUS: Let an encounter with God change you. 
 
Moses’ encounter with God resulted in an outward change:  His face became so radiant, it concerned other 
Israelites. The people in Jesus’ parable were moved to sell all they had to acquire the field with treasure or the 
pearl of great price, which represent the kingdom of heaven. Knowledge of God and his kingdom should lead to 
visible changes in us. 
 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD  
 
After speaking with the Lord on Mount Sinai, Moses’ face is radiant. Other tribal leaders were afraid because of 
this change, so Moses veiled his face when he was not speaking with God. In the Gospel, Jesus tells two parables 
of the kingdom of heaven having great worth: a treasure that is buried in a field and a pearl of great price that a 
person sells everything to acquire. 
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: Let us bring our concerns and needs to our heavenly Father.  
 
1) For our priests and religious, may the Holy Spirit continue to strengthen them in their mission of spreading 

the Gospel, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For government leaders, may the humility of Christ lead them in their governance of the people, let us pray 

to the Lord. 
 
3) For people plagued by fear, anxiety, or depression, may they know God’s never-ending love for them, let 

us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For our faith community, may the word of God transform us and empower us in service to the Gospel, let 

us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For our beloved dead, may God welcome them to the eternal joy of his heavenly kingdom, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Loving Father, we thank you for your goodness. Please hear the needs of your children brought before you 
today, which we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus, our Lord. 
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Thursday, July 29, 2021 THURSDAY OF 
(Lec. 404)  17TH WEEK 
1) Exodus 40:16-21, 34-38 IN ORDINARY TIME 
2) John 11:19-27 (OBL MEM 
 or Luke 10:38-42 (Lec. 607) Saints Martha, 
   Mary, and Lazarus) 
 
FOCUS: Martha’s words remind us to place our faith in Jesus Christ and his promise of eternal life. 
 
In the face of the death of a loved one, it is normal to be filled with sorrow and not unusual to be angry with the 
Lord for not intervening to save our loved one. But Martha’s example in the Gospel reminds us to trust in the Lord’s 
ultimate promise of eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
Following God’s instructions, Moses set up the tabernacle, placing the Ark of the Covenant in it and covering it with 
a tent. The Lord’s presence filled the tabernacle and guided the Israelites’ journey. In the Gospel, even as she 
grieves her brother’s death, Martha expresses her faith in the Resurrection and affirms that Jesus is the Christ. 
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: Let us bring our petitions before the Lord, trusting in his mercy and compassion. 
 
1) For the Church throughout the world, may she increase in number and holiness, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For all who govern, may the Lord enlighten their hearts and minds as they fulfill their obligations to those 

they serve, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) For all who suffer from chronic pain, may the Lord strengthen and encourage them in hope, let us pray to 

the Lord. 
 
4) For all in our faith community who feel lonely and isolated, may the Lord touch their hearts and lift up their 

spirits, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For all the faithful departed, may the Lord reward them with eternal joy in his presence, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Lord God, hear these prayers we have brought before you in faith and answer them in accordance with 
your divine will. In Christ’s name we pray. 
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Friday, July 30, 2021 FRIDAY OF 
(Lec. 405)  17TH WEEK 
1) Leviticus 23:1, 4-11, IN ORDINARY TIME 
  15-16, 27, 34b-37 (Opt. Mem. 
2) Matthew 13:54-58 Saint Peter Chrysologus, 
   Bishop and Doctor 
   of the Church) 
 
FOCUS: Christ can work in us for the good of the world. 
 
Jesus experienced rejection from some of the people who had known him his whole life. He knew he was not 
accepted by those in his own town and did not perform many signs there because of their lack of faith. But for those 
who do believe, his power is astonishing. We believe, so let us allow his words to work in us for the good of the 
whole world. 
 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD  
 
In the first reading, the Lord says to Moses: These are the festivals of the Lord which you shall celebrate, and gives 
him instructions for when and how they will take place. In the Gospel, Jesus returns to his hometown, Nazareth, to 
preach to the people. He experiences rejection from many who have always known him. 
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: Together in faith, let us present our prayers to the Father. 
 
1) For Pope Francis and all the clergy, may the Holy Spirit be their guide in leading the faithful, let us pray to 

the Lord. 
 
2) For elected officials, may our heavenly Father grant them wisdom and strength, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) For those who are burdened by conflict or violence, may God protect and strengthen them and bring them 

peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For all gathered in this holy place, may we trust in our gracious God who knows our every need, let us pray 

to the Lord. 
 
5) For all of our dearly departed, may God welcome them into their heavenly resting place, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Father, we place our needs before you with a deep faith and trust, through your Son, Christ our Lord. 
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Saturday, July 31, 2021 SATURDAY OF 
(Lec. 406)  17TH WEEK 
1) Leviticus 25:1, 8-17 IN ORDINARY TIME 
2) Matthew 14:1-12 (OBL MEM 
   Saint Ignatius of Loyola, 
   Priest) 
 
FOCUS: God’s providence helps us to remain humble and to extend forgiveness and mercy.  
 
Today’s readings juxtapose God’s justice with worldly justice. A jubilee year is a time to forgive all debts and rest 
in God’s providence, recognizing that all we have comes from the Lord. Worldly justice, as practiced by Herod, is 
often filled with vindictive spite, as John the Baptist suffered because he called out the sin of Herod’s family. 
Attending to what God is asking of us, rather than what sin might be calling us to, gives us the grace to remain 
humble and extend forgiveness and mercy. 
 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD  
 
The Lord gives Moses instructions on observing a jubilee every 50th year. In the Gospel, Herod questions whether 
Jesus is really John the Baptist – whom he had killed – raised from the dead. 
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: Confident that God is always listening, let us bring the needs of this faith community to the Lord. 
 
1) For religious orders, especially the Jesuits on this feast of Saint Ignatius, may the Lord richly bless them in 

their work for the Kingdom, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For people and nations of the world, may the power of the Prince of Peace bring justice and reconciliation 

where it is needed, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) For all who are unjustly imprisoned, may the Lord comfort them and swiftly bring truth to light for the sake 

of justice, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For the parents and guardians of children among us, may God’s selfless love guide them in their nurturing 

presence, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For the souls of the faithful departed, may they soon enjoy an eternal jubilee with the Lord, let us pray to 

the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Gracious God, hear the prayers we have offered for the concerns of our world. We ask through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
 
 
 


