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Monday, March 15, 2021 MONDAY OF 
(Lec. 244)  FOURTH WEEK 
1) Isaiah 65:17-21 OF LENT 
2) John 4:43-54 
 
 
FOCUS: Life, renewal, and healing – these are the hallmarks of God’s new creation.  
 
Today’s psalm contains the words, his anger lasts but a moment; a lifetime, his good will. This is our Lenten hope, the 
hope that we will each experience that divine good will, and with it will come healing and renewal for every human 
heart. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
The Lord speaks through Isaiah, saying he will create new heavens and a new earth, where weeping and crying 
will be no more. In the Gospel, Jesus heals the son of a royal official, after which the official and his whole household 
came to believe.  
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: As we continue our Lenten journey, let us seek the Lord’s mercy by laying before him our needs and 
concerns.  
 
1) For the Church, may her Lenten disciplines of prayer, fasting, and sharing bring forth within her a harvest 

of grace and love, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For all those in leadership positions in our country and throughout the world, may God encourage them in 

their decision-making and help them meet the needs of their people, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) For all who are sick, may Christ the healer bring them relief and give them the strength they need to endure, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For all those preparing to be baptized this Easter, may the Holy Spirit continue to deepen their awareness 

of God’s loving and transforming presence in their lives, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For all who have died in faith, may they come to share in the fullness of Christ’s glory, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: God of mercy and compassion, hear our prayers and answer them according to your holy will. We ask 
this through Christ our Lord. 
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Tuesday, March 16, 2021 TUESDAY OF 
(Lec. 245)  FOURTH WEEK 
1) Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12 OF LENT 
2) John 5:1-16 
 
 
FOCUS: The waters of baptism refresh us and sustain our spiritual lives. 
 
Today’s readings, with their powerful symbols of water, remind us of the healing and strengthening power of 
baptism. At our baptism, we were cleansed and prepared for a life of discipleship. Let us offer support and prayers 
for those about to be baptized and welcomed into the Church at the Easter Vigil. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD   
 
The prophet Ezekiel tells of an angel showing him water flowing from all sides of the temple, and the great river 
that resulted from it. The angel told him that the water refreshes and gives life. In the Gospel, Jesus cures a man 
who had waited by the healing pool of Bethesda for years. Jesus is opposed by the religious leaders because he 
healed on the Sabbath. 
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: Let us approach our merciful God with our prayers for our world. 
 
1) For our Holy Father, may God continue to bless him with strength and courage for his worldwide 

shepherding of souls, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For all those responsible for public policy, may God guide them in enacting laws that uphold the eternal law 

of truth given in Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) For those suffering from illness of any kind, may the healing and peace of Christ come upon them and give 

them strength, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For people in our faith community who are preparing to be cleansed in the waters of baptism at the Easter 

Vigil, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For our beloved dead, may they soon experience the joy of eternal life with God, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: God of all compassion, we come to you with complete trust. Please hear our prayers, we ask, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Wednesday, March 17, 2021 WEDNESDAY OF 
(Lec. 246)  FOURTH WEEK 
1) Isaiah 49:8-15 OF LENT 
2) John 5:17-30 (Opt. Mem. 
   Saint Patrick, 
    Bishop) 
 
FOCUS: God will never abandon his people. 
 
God’s love for us is greater than a mother’s love for her child. How comforting to know that God will not forsake us 
– will never stop loving us. In spite of our sin, our Lord will reconcile us to himself as long as we repent and seek 
forgiveness. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
Isaiah prophesies the redemption of God’s people, asserting that God’s love for his people is greater than that of 
a mother for her child. In the Gospel, Jesus angers the people by referring to God as his Father. He tells them that 
he and the Father act in unity, and that he does nothing on his own but only the will of the one who sent [him].  
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: We open our hearts to the Lord this day, bringing our needs before his loving mercy. 
 
1) That the grace and love found in the sacraments of the Church may help all of us draw closer to the 

astounding mercy of God’s love, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) That those who lead nations may be guided in all their duties by Christ, who glorified God in all things, let 

us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) That those who feel weak mentally, physically, or spiritually may have the grace and consolation of the 

Lord and be strengthened by him, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) That this community of believers may be strengthened by the Spirit for a life of obedience and compassion, 

following Christ’s example, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) That those who have died may know eternal rest in God, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Gracious and loving Father, in your goodness hear and answer the prayers we bring before you this 
day. Through your Son, Christ our Lord. 
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Thursday, March 18, 2021 THURSDAY OF 
(Lec. 247)  FOURTH WEEK 
1) Exodus 32:7-14 OF LENT 
2) John 5:31-47 (Opt. Mem. 
   Saint Cyril of Jerusalem, 
   Bishop and Doctor 
    of the Church) 
 
FOCUS: Jesus came to reconcile us with God.  
 
Humans can easily forget the works of God. We need healing from sin and can only get that healing from God.  
Christ gave us an amazing gift – himself – that opened up to us the inner life of the Holy Trinity. Jesus spoke with 
authority and did miraculous works to show us that he was united with the Father and that we could have faith in 
him.     
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
The Lord tells Moses of his wrath for his people because they have created a molten calf for worship. He vows to 
destroy them, but Moses intercedes and God relents of his punishment. In the Gospel, Jesus tells the people that 
the Father has sent him. That they do not believe him means they also do not believe Moses, who wrote about 
him.  
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: Let us lift our hands and hearts to God as we bring our petitions to him.   
 
1) For the Church during this Lenten season, may the Holy Spirit continue conforming our hearts to the life 

and love of Jesus Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For those who shape public policy, may the Lord open their hearts to hear and respond in justice to the 

cries of those with no voice, especially the unborn, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) For the terminally ill, may the peace of Christ enfold them in their time of suffering and grant them a holy 

and happy death, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For all families, may God bless their sacred bonds and strengthen their love for one another, let us pray to 

the Lord. 
 
5) For all who have died, may the angels come to greet them and lead them to the heavenly Jerusalem, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: God our Father, you are all-powerful and all-loving. Look favorably upon our needs, we ask through 
your Son, Jesus Christ.   
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FRIDAY, MARCH 19, 2021 SAINT JOSEPH, 
(Lec. 543)  SPOUSE OF THE 
1) 2 Samuel 7:4-5a, BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
  12-14a, 16 - SOLEMNITY 
2) Romans 4:13, 16-18, 22 
3) Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a 
  or Luke 2:41-51a 
 
 
FOCUS: Joseph is a model of humble, obedient faith. 
 
The humility and faith of Saint Joseph have much to teach us. Joseph may not have understood all that God was 
doing in and through him, but he simply and consistently did as the Lord commanded. As followers of Jesus, we 
are asked to do the will of God in faith – even if we don’t understand where it will lead.  
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD   
 
In the first reading, God promises to raise up an heir to David and to make his kingdom endure forever. In the 
second reading, Saint Paul explains that Abraham’s righteousness came not through the law but through his faith. 
In the Gospel, an angel comes to Joseph in a dream and tells him to take Mary into his home. 
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: With trust in our merciful God, we offer him our prayers and intentions.  
 
1) For all priests, that conformed to the image of Christ, our eternal high priest, they may serve with courage 

and joy, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For all governmental leaders, may they be given wisdom to act with justice as they serve their people, let 

us pray to the Lord.  
 
3) For all who have been affected by the coronavirus, may God protect them from needless anxiety and bring 

them health in mind and body, let us pray to the Lord.   
 
4) For those gathered here, may the Lord help us to hear the invitation to follow him and give us the strength 

to do so, let us pray to the Lord.  
 
5) For all who have died, may their faith be credited to them as righteousness so as to be welcomed into the 

Kingdom of their heavenly Father, let us pray to the Lord.  
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: God our Father, we bring you these prayers today, confident in your plans to bring good to us and our 
world. Hear and answer us, we ask through Jesus Christ your Son. 
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Saturday, March 20, 2021 SATURDAY OF 
(Lec. 249)  FOURTH WEEK 
1) Jeremiah 11:18-20 OF LENT 
2) John 7:40-53 
 
 
FOCUS: The word of God is rejected by those who do not listen and who fail to see.    
 
God’s word is spoken, through his prophets and his Son Jesus, to his people longing for redemption. Many fail to 
listen and see what God is doing for them. Rather than uniting around Jesus and the prophets, people are divided 
and plot against them. If we listen to God’s word and see what it does, we would not reject it.   
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
In the first reading, though Jeremiah’s enemies are plotting against him, he entrusts the Lord with his cause. In the 
Gospel, the crowd discusses Jesus’ identity as a prophet or the Christ. Heated debates cause division in the crowd 
and among authorities, because they believe that the Christ could not possibly come from Galilee.   
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: Like Jeremiah, we entrust our cause to the Lord, confident that he hears our concerns. 
 
1) That the Holy Spirit may enkindle in the Church the fire of his love and the joy of his consolations, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
 
2) That God’s justice and mercy may set the standard for local and national authorities who enact and enforce 

laws, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) That God may shield those unjustly condemned and not granted due process, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) That Christ may give each of us the curiosity of Nicodemus and reveal to us how he works in our daily lives, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) That all who have died may be brought by the Lord to their eternal home in heaven, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
 
6)  (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: O God, Just Judge, searcher of our hearts and souls, grant us what we truly need, according to your 
divine wisdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
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SUNDAY, MARCH 21, 2021 FIFTH SUNDAY 
(Lec. 35)  OF LENT 
1) Jeremiah 31:31-34 
2) Hebrews 5:7-9 
3) John 12:20-33 
 
 
FOCUS: We follow and serve with hearts remade in Christ.   
 
To make us his people and show us his love, God established a covenant with us. Christ came to usher in a new 
covenant – one that would reconcile us to God and draw all people to himself. With hearts remade, we follow and 
serve him. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
In the first reading, the Lord announces a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. The 
Letter to the Hebrews speaks of Jesus as the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him. In the Gospel, 
Jesus tells Andrew and Philip that the time has come for the Son of Man to be glorified, and that those who 
serve him must follow him. 
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: We offer our prayers to our God, who calls us to be his people.   
 
1) That Christ may form his deacons, priests, and bishops ever more in his image and spirit, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
 
2) That the Lord may teach all nations and people – from the least to the greatest – to know his love, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
 
3) That those whose hearts are experiencing despair may be consoled by God’s peace, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
 
4) That the Holy Spirit may cleanse our hearts and give us steadfast spirits for the final weeks of our Lenten 

journey, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) That all who have died may soon experience eternal life in the glory of heaven, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: God of heaven and earth, in your loving kindness hear and answer our prayers. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. 
 
 


