FREE DIGITAL
SAMPLE FOR

May 17-23,
2021

FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC

Monday, May 17, 2021
(Lec. 297)
1)
Acts 19:1-8
2)
John 16:29-33
FOCUS:

MONDAY OF
SEVENTH WEEK
OF EASTER

The Holy Spirit flows through every part and every effort of the Church and her members.

The Spirit is everywhere in the Church, her sacraments, and devotional life. The Church depends on the Holy Spirit
for his gifts and fruits, and we have only to ask to receive him.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
Saint Paul travels to Ephesus, lays hands on the Christians, and calls down the Holy Spirit. In the Gospel, Jesus
asks the disciples: Do you believe now? and foretells the time when they will be scattered each to their homes and
will leave him to be alone.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST:

Taking courage in the love of our God, let us offer our prayers to him.

1)

For an increase in vocations to the priesthood and religious, may the Lord raise up those who will dedicate
their lives to serving his people, let us pray to the Lord.

2)

For those who dispense justice, may the compassionate love of Jesus create in them a mind and heart that
tempers justice with mercy, let us pray to the Lord.

3)

For those gripped by fear or anxiety, may the peace of Christ give rest to their minds and hearts, let us pray
to the Lord.

4)

For all of us gathered here, may God’s grace be with us as we aim to be the hands and feet of Jesus in the
world, let us pray to the Lord.

5)

For all who have died, may they rest in the peace of Christ in heaven, let us pray to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST:
Lord.

Lord God, giver of love and mercy, we submit our prayers to your most holy will. Through Christ our
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC
Tuesday, May 18, 2021
(Lec. 298)
1)
Acts 20:17-27
2)
John 17:1-11a

FOCUS:

TUESDAY OF
SEVENTH WEEK
OF EASTER
(Opt. Mem.
Saint John I,
Pope and Martyr)

The Lord gives us hope for our future and for our unity with him.

The hope found in the words and actions of Jesus and Paul is not in clinging to this life or in denying death, but in
looking forward to continuing to serve God and his people. Through love of God and love of neighbor, they invest
in the future of the people around them – their eternal future. Such hope is one founded on the promises of God
and his unabated faithfulness to us, despite our failures toward him.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
In the first reading, Paul offers his goodbye to the presbyters at Ephesus as he heads to his arrest. He recalls his
dedicated service and focuses on continuing his ministry. In the Gospel, Jesus prays before his arrest. He recalls
his accomplishments and focuses on coming to God to give eternal life to all.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST:

As Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and prayed, so do we offer our prayers to our heavenly Father.

1)

That the Holy Spirit may enkindle the fire of his love in the hearts of our bishops during this Easter season,
let us pray to the Lord.

2)

That judges and magistrates, whose decisions affect the lives of many, may be guided by the Holy Spirit in
embracing principles of fairness and mercy, let us pray to the Lord.

3)

That innocent victims of war and violence may find peace and healing through Jesus, the Divine Physician,
let us pray to the Lord.

4)

That Jesus may keep us faithful to God’s call to serve him in our relationships with family, neighbors, friends
and strangers, let us pray to the Lord.

5)

That those who have died may rejoice in the presence of God in the eternal life given by Christ, let us pray
to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: Heavenly Father, everything that is yours you have given your Son. Hear and answer the prayers we
offer today through him, who is Jesus Christ, our Lord.
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC
Wednesday, May 19, 2021
(Lec. 299)
1)
Acts 20:28-38
2)
John 17:11b-19
FOCUS:

WEDNESDAY OF
SEVENTH WEEK
OF EASTER

The Holy Spirit can keep us in balance as we strive to live a faith-filled life.

Both readings address Church leaders and communicate final words of advice. Jesus and Paul emphasize the
importance of staying united to God and one another in order to continue spreading the Gospel. The Holy Spirit is
the one who can keep us in balance as we strive to live a faith-filled life.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
Paul departs the Church of Ephesus and gives them final advice for leading and ministering to the local community.
In the Gospel, Jesus asks the Father to care for the Apostles and keep them united.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST:

With joyful hearts filled with hope, we place our needs before our merciful Father.

1)

For Pope Francis and the leaders of our Church, may the Lord continue to bless them as they lead us on
the path of Christ’s truth, let us pray to the Lord.

2)

For leaders in government, may God give them wisdom and strength to lead communities in peace and
justice, let us pray to the Lord.

3)

For those who suffer from chronic pain, may God bring them comfort, let us pray to the Lord.

4)

For our community gathered together today, may God strengthen our bonds and guide us in our
proclamation of the Gospel, let us pray to the Lord.

5)

For all who have fallen asleep in the hope of Christ, may God grant them mercy and everlasting life, let us
pray to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: Loving Father, hear these prayers and needs placed before you today. We ask this through your Son,
Christ our Lord.
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC
Thursday, May 20, 2021
(Lec. 300)
1)
Acts 22:30; 23:6-11
2)
John 17:20-26

FOCUS:

THURSDAY OF
SEVENTH WEEK
OF EASTER
(Opt. Mem.
Saint Bernardine of Siena,
Priest)

The loving unity of Christians is one of the most powerful witnesses to the truth of Christ’s message.

Like Saint Paul, we are called to be courageous witnesses for Jesus, and one of the most powerful ways we can
do this is by our unity as believers. By allowing Christ to dwell in us, we can be made one by the love he shares
with the Father – that the world may see that love and believe in him.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
Paul exposes divisions among the Jewish leaders by bearing witness to Jesus’ resurrection. The Lord tells him that
he will bear the same witness in Rome. In the Gospel, Jesus prays for his disciples and all who will believe in [him]
through their word. He prays that all may be brought to perfection as one, as he and the Father are one.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST:

As members of God’s family, let us confidently present our needs to him.

1)

For all members of the Church, may the Holy Spirit strengthen us in our efforts to spread the Good News,
let us pray to the Lord.

2)

For the rulers of nations and people, may the Spirit of peace guide their hearts and their actions, let us pray
to the Lord.

3)

For the sick, needy, and lost everywhere, may God’s love bring them healing and comfort, and may he in
his mercy provide for their needs, let us pray to the Lord.

4)

For this community of believers, may the love of the Father and Son bring us to perfection as one, let us
pray to the Lord.

5)

For the souls of the faithful departed, may Christ soon bring them into the fullness of his glory, let us pray
to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: Father, hear the prayers we bring before you today, confident in your love and care for us. We ask this
through your Son, Christ our Lord.
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC
Friday, May 21, 2021
(Lec. 301)
1)
Acts 25:13b-21
2)
John 21:15-19

FOCUS:

FRIDAY OF
SEVENTH WEEK
OF EASTER
(Opt. Mem.
Saint Christopher Magallanes,
Priest,
and Companions,
Martyrs)

Authentic love may include sacrifice, but also brings joy.

We could think of today’s Gospel, and the exchange between Peter and Jesus, as one in which Jesus is seeking
not just assurance of Peter’s love, but his understanding of what that love entails, and how he will suffer for it. Love
is always sacrificial, and authentic love also brings joy. The more perfectly we love, the more perfectly we glorify
God, and the greater our joy.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
Paul is imprisoned in Caesarea, and [the procurator] Festus doesn’t know what to do with his case. He refers this
issue to King Agrippa, who is visiting, explaining that Paul was accused of crimes related to the Jewish religion. In
the Gospel, Jesus asks Peter three times if he loves him, and three times Peters affirms his answer as yes. Jesus
tells him to feed and tend his sheep and lambs.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST:

With confidence in our loving God who cares for his sheep, we bring him our needs and prayers.

1)

For those who will be ordained this year, may the Holy Spirit abundantly bless their ministry, let us pray to
the Lord.

2)

For national leaders, may the goodness of God guide them in their policymaking and decisions, let us pray
to the Lord.

3)

For the imprisoned, may God move the hearts of the guilty to repentance and console the wrongly
convicted with strength and grace, let us pray to the Lord.

4)

For our community of faith, may God’s grace at work in our lives allow us to bear fruit for the Kingdom, let
us pray to the Lord.

5)

For all who have died, especially those who have no one else to pray for them, may the angels welcome
them to paradise, let us pray to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: Almighty Father, we ask you to look kindly upon these petitions we offer in the name of your Son,
Jesus the Lord.
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC
Saturday, May 22, 2021
(Lec. 302)
1)
Acts 28:16-20, 30-31
2)
John 21:20-25

FOCUS:

SATURDAY OF
SEVENTH WEEK
OF EASTER
(Opt. Mem.
Saint Rita of Cascia,
Religious)

The Holy Spirit is present to us.

Although Paul was under house arrest in Rome, we know that the Holy Spirit was present with him, for he continued
to proclaim the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ. We can be assured that the Holy Spirit is
present with us, too – and that he and Saint Paul will intercede for us at the asking.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
Paul is under house arrest in Rome for two years. He continues to insist that he has done nothing against his own
Jewish customs or the Jewish people, and continues to teach about the Lord and proclaim the kingdom of God. In
the Gospel, Peter asks about the beloved disciple, but Jesus tells him it is not his concern. Peter is to follow Jesus.
John writes that there were many other things that Jesus did but the whole world would [not] contain the books that
would be written.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST:

As we prepare to celebrate the Eucharist, let us first bring our needs and intentions to our loving Father.

1)

For our holy Catholic Church, may we remain in Christ and become fruitful branches of the true vine, let us
pray to the Lord.

2)

For our national and local leaders, may God help them hear and respond to the cries of those most in need,
let us pray to the Lord.

3)

For the anxious and the sick, may God protect them and grant them full health of mind and body, let us pray
to the Lord.

4)

For this community of faith, may God continue to draw us to himself and bring harmony and peace where
there may be division, let us pray to the Lord.

5)

For all who have died, may they come to experience the fullness of joy in the presence of the Lord for
eternity, let us pray to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST:

Father, we entrust our prayers to you in the holy name of your Son, Jesus Christ.
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FREE DIGITAL WEEK OF DAILY UNIVERSAL PRAYER
FROM FAITH CATHOLIC
SUNDAY, MAY 23, 2021
(Lec. 63)
1)
Acts 2:1-11
2)
1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13
or Galatians 5:16-25
3)
John 20:19-23
or John 15:26-27; 16:12-15
FOCUS:

PENTECOST SUNDAY

The gift of the Holy Spirit empowers Christ’s Church to preach the Gospel.

The gift of the Holy Spirit, promised by Jesus at the Last Supper, enables Jesus’ disciples to boldly proclaim the
Good News, continuing Jesus’ mission. As we celebrate Pentecost, we are called to open our hearts to the same
Spirit so that we, too, might do our part in the work of the Kingdom.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
In the first reading, the Holy Spirit descends upon the disciples who were all in one place together. They began
proclaiming the Gospel in different languages and all could understand them. Saint Paul encourages the Galatians
to live by the Spirit, and lists the fruits of the Spirit that will arise from doing so. Jesus promises his disciples that
he and the Father will send the Advocate, who will guide them and glorify Christ.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
PRIEST:

Prompted and inspired by the Holy Spirit, let us offer our petitions to the Father.

1)

That the Church may be energized by the gift of the Holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord.

2)

That the Spirit may guide those who are working to protect life at all stages, let us pray to the Lord.

3)

That those who are sick may be comforted by the uniting of their suffering to Christ’s redemptive suffering,
let us pray to the Lord.

4)

That our community of faith may be blessed with increasing faith, hope, and love, let us pray to the Lord.

5)

That all who have died may soon rest in the eternal peace of Christ, let us pray to the Lord.

6)

(Special petition/s)

PRIEST: Heavenly Father, hear us as we place our prayers before you, and answer them according to your will.
We ask this through your Son, Christ our Lord.

Subscribe to Daily Universal Prayer and Commentary at store.faithcatholic.com

