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Monday, May 23, 2022 MONDAY OF 
(Lec. 291)  SIXTH WEEK 
1) Acts 16:11-15 OF EASTER 
2) John 15:26—16:4a 
 
 
FOCUS: Like the Apostles, we must call on the Holy Spirit to become better evangelizers. 
 
One tendency we all have, to some degree or another, is to rely solely on our own gifts and talents to solve our 
problems and make our lives better. We can easily fall into a habit of thinking that we can do it without God’s 
help. Let us always remember Jesus’ promise of the Holy Spirit to strengthen and sustain us. 
 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
Paul journeys into Philippi, a Roman colony where the Lord opened the heart of a woman to God’s word. In the 
Gospel, Jesus prepares the Apostles for the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: Together with one voice, let us call on the mercy of the Father in offering up our prayers. 
 
1) For the Church, may God guide her as she continues to take the Easter message of the risen Lord to all 

parts of the world, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For government leaders, may the Holy Spirit inspire their work in defending the dignity and sanctity of 

human life, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) For those suffering from anxiety or any mental anguish, may the Lord grant them comfort, healing, and a 

sense of wholeness, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For those within our community who are unemployed or lack stable housing, may the Lord in his mercy 

provide for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For all who have died, may they be lovingly received into the arms of Jesus in heaven, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Merciful Father, we humbly ask you to hear our prayers and grant our petitions, through your Son, 
Christ our Lord. 
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Tuesday, May 24, 2022 TUESDAY OF 
(Lec. 292)  SIXTH WEEK 
1) Acts 16:22-34 OF EASTER 
2) John 16:5-11 
 
 
FOCUS: Facing death, the disciples became courageous evangelists through the help of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The situation for the disciples following Jesus’ death was dismal. They were cast out from the synagogue and 
threatened with death at every turn. Yet, as Jesus promised, they received a helper, the Holy Spirit, who 
empowered them to share the Good News of Christ with the world.  
 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
Paul and Silas are thrown into prison in Philippi, where the doors are thrown open after an earthquake. The 
panicked guard is saved by the Apostles, and he and his family are baptized into the faith. In the Gospel, Jesus 
tells his disciples that he will send them an Advocate, the Spirit of God, who will testify on Jesus’ behalf. 
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: With trust in God’s faithfulness, we place these prayers before him. 
 
1) For the Church and her leaders, may the Holy Spirit continue to grant them courage in sharing the Good 

News of Christ with the world, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For world leaders, may Christ who unites all to him help them lead with justice and mercy, let us pray to 

the Lord. 
 
3) For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit, may the healing hand of Christ provide peace and 

consolation, let us pray to the Lord.  
 
4) For this community of believers, may the joy of the Gospel be a source of light and life in our daily 

endeavors, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For those who have died, may the mercy of God bring them to everlasting life, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Merciful Father, we thank you for listening to our prayers, which we offer through your Son, Christ our 
Lord. 
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Wednesday, May 25, 2022 WEDNESDAY OF 
(Lec. 293)  SIXTH WEEK 
1) Acts 17:15, 22—18:1 OF EASTER 
2) John 16:12-15 (Opt. Mem. 
   Saint Bede the Venerable, 
   Priest and Doctor of the Church; 
   Saint Gregory VII, 
   Pope; 
   Saint Mary Magdalene de’ Pazzi, 
   Virgin) 
 
FOCUS: We have received the Spirit of truth to guide us as we bear witness to our faith in Jesus. 
 
As Catholics, we have received the Spirit of truth Jesus talks about in today’s Gospel. The Spirit deepens our 
understanding and strengthens us to glorify God in word and deed. The same Spirit that inspired Paul to preach 
the truth about God in Athens is with us when we bear witness to our faith each day.  
 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD  
 
Paul preaches in Athens, saying that God is the source of all life and that he created everything so all may seek 
and find him. For it is in him we live and move and have our being. In the Gospel, Jesus tells his disciples that 
he cannot tell them everything now, but the Spirit of truth will come to guide them.   
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: United by the Spirit, we offer our petitions to our merciful Father.  
 
1) That God may bless our Holy Father, Pope Francis, his bishops, priests, and all the Church with the 

strength to follow the stirrings of the Holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) That elected officials may be guided by the Spirit of truth in the just use of power, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) That refugees and others displaced from their homes may be under the protection of Christ and obtain 

the help and support they need to live with dignity, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) That families in our faith community may be grounded in the love of Christ and strengthened by the Holy 

Spirit, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) That those who have died may rejoice as they join the communion of saints in the fullness of God’s 

kingdom, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Almighty God, you created the earth and all who dwell in it. Look favorably upon our petitions, we 
ask, through Christ our Lord. 
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NOTE:  Regarding the Ascension of the Lord, the ecclesiastical provinces of Boston, Hartford, New York, 
Newark, Omaha, and Philadelphia have retained its celebration on the proper Thursday, while all other provinces 
have transferred this Solemnity to the Seventh Sunday of Easter, May 29.  If transferred, Thursday, May 26, is 
observed as an Easter Weekday.  
 
Thursday, May 26, 2022 THURSDAY OF 
(Lec. 294)  SIXTH WEEK 
1) Acts 18:1-8 OF EASTER 
2) John 16:16-20 (OBL MEM 
   Saint Philip Neri, Priest) 
 
 
FOCUS: We are an Easter people. 
 
Like Paul and the disciples, we are a people of hope. We bring our rejection, our failures, and our grief to the 
source of love, truth, and life. With this hope, we bring our weeping to Christ, who saves those who believe in 
him. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD  
 
Paul travels to Corinth and stays with Aquila and Priscilla, fellow tentmakers by trade. He faced opposition in 
sharing the Gospel with the Jews, so begins his ministry to the Gentiles. In the Gospel, Jesus prepares his 
disciples for his death and ascension, but promises that their grief will become joy. 
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: Confident in God’s love and care for us, let us turn to him with our prayers of petition. 
 
1) For all members of the Church, may the Holy Spirit help us be joyful and fruitful witnesses to the Gospel, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For judges and others in positions of authority, may the Holy Spirit guide them in wisdom as they balance 

forgiveness, mercy, and justice, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) For those who are mourning, may they be granted the grace to know Christ’s presence and love, let us 

pray to the Lord.  
 
4) For this faith community, may God’s love help us grow in hope through this holy season, let us pray to 

the Lord. 
 
5) For those who have died, may they rest in the light of Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: God of life and love, graciously hear these prayers we offer you today, through Christ our Lord. 
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Thursday, May 26, 2022 THE ASCENSION 
(Lec. 58)  OF THE LORD 
1) Acts 1:1-11 - SOLEMNITY 
2) Ephesians 1:17-23 
  or Hebrews 9:24-28; 10:19-23 
3) Luke 24:46-53 
 
 
FOCUS: Jesus remains with us through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
As believers, we know that Jesus is always with us. Through the Holy Spirit, he continues to enlighten, guide, 
comfort, and inspire us to be like him and to love like him, bearing witness to the goodness and power of God 
until he comes again. 
 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
The author of the Acts of the Apostles tells Theophilus that in his first book he dealt with all that Jesus did and 
taught until the day he was taken up. Saint Paul greets the Ephesians and prays that God might give [them] a 
Spirit of  wisdom and revelation to know Christ, who is seated at God’s right hand. In the Gospel, before he is 
taken up to heaven, Jesus blesses the Apostles, who joyfully return to Jerusalem and praise God.   
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: Rejoicing in the glory of Jesus, we place our needs before the Father. 
 
1) For all members of the Church, may the Holy Spirit inspire us as authentic living witnesses to Jesus, let 

us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For civic leaders and all who are in positions of authority, may God empower them to speak the truth in 

love, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) For the sick, may they experience God’s healing and peace through his grace and the loving care of 

others, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For those gathered here, may the Lord renew and deepen our faith and lead us to greater joy, let us pray 

to the Lord. 
 
5) For those who have died, may they, through the mercy of God, rest in peace in heaven, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Father, we ask that you hear and answer these prayers we bring to you today through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Friday, May 27, 2022 FRIDAY OF 
(Lec. 295)  SIXTH WEEK 
1) Acts 18:9-18 OF EASTER 
2) John 16:20-23 (Opt. Mem. 
   Saint Augustine of Canterbury, 
   Bishop) 
 
FOCUS: I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice.  
 
One of the most prevalent words in our Easter season is joy. Each of us has tasted joy in different experiences 
we have had in life. But this world is not perfect, and we do experience suffering. The Easter message is that joy 
is the final word. Today’s Scripture echoes this truth of our faith. 
 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
In the first reading, Paul faces persecution by religious leaders, but the case against him is dismissed. In the 
Gospel, Jesus speaks of the coming glory. This time will be marked by a fullness of joy, where each person will 
forget the suffering and anguish they have experienced. 
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: Confident in God’s love for us, let us bring our prayers before him. 
 
1) For the Church in its mission to proclaim the Easter message, may God’s glory shine through her works, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For community leaders, may God guide them with wisdom in their work to defend the dignity of life from 

conception through natural death, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) For all who suffer because of violence or hatred, may God restore peace and security to their lives, let 

us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For those gathered here, may God grant us the wisdom to serve through faithful listening, let us pray to 

the Lord.  
 
5) For those who have died, may they know the embrace of the risen Lord this day, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Loving Father, hear our prayers today and every day, as we work to further understand your will in 
our lives. We ask this through your Son, Christ our Lord. 
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Saturday, May 28, 2022 SATURDAY OF 
(Lec. 296)  SIXTH WEEK 
1) Acts 18:23-28 OF EASTER 
2) John 16:23b-28 
 
 
FOCUS: We are loved by God, our Father. 
 
Today’s Gospel message can offer us much solace because it declares that we are each loved by God so much 
that our Father in heaven not only wants us to thrive, but to have complete joy. Let us ponder whether our hearts 
are ready to receive this incredible gift and how we might let God’s deep love transform us. 
 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
Paul leaves Antioch and travels throughout the region. Meanwhile, Apollos arrives in Ephesus and begins to 
teach, but Priscilla and Aquila must explain the Way more accurately to him. In the Gospel, Jesus encourages 
his disciples to pray to the Father in his name and assures them of the Father’s love. 
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: Let us bring our prayers and petitions before our loving God, trusting in his compassion and mercy. 
 
1) For the Church, may God continue to inspire her members to be living witnesses to the eternal love of 

God, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For national leaders, may the Holy Spirit inspire them in working together to increase compassion and 

understanding around the world, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) For all who are burdened by financial difficulties, may they find relief in God’s providence, let us pray to 

the Lord.  
 
4) For graduates in our faith community, may God continue to guide and strengthen them in faith as they 

embark on new paths, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For all who have died, may they experience the joys of the heavenly kingdom forever, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Loving Father, you are slow to anger and abounding in love. Hear our petitions, we ask, in the name 
of your Son, Christ our Lord. 
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NOTE: In those places where the observance of the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord has been transferred 
to this day, the Mass and readings of the Ascension (Thursday, May 26) are used. 
 
SUNDAY, MAY 29, 2022 SEVENTH SUNDAY 
(Lec. 61)  OF EASTER 
1) Acts 7:55-60 
2) Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20 
3) John 17:20-26 
 
FOCUS: Belief in Jesus transforms and unites us as beloved sons and daughters of the Father. 
 
Jesus prays for believers, asking the Father that we may be brought to perfection as one. Guided by the Holy 
Spirit, we will be transformed. We can turn to Stephen, the first martyr, and the saints for courage as we turn our 
lives over to God. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
In the first reading, Stephen is stoned to death after relaying a vision of Jesus at the right hand of God. In the 
second reading, John writes of the vision he had, that Jesus, the Alpha and the Omega, will judge each according 
to their deeds. In the Gospel, Jesus prays that believers will be one, united to him and the Father.  
 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: Trusting in his care for us, we turn to the Father with our prayers.  
 
1) For the Church, may our common belief in Jesus Christ unite us and attract those who do not yet believe, 

let us pray to the Lord.  
 
2) For those who govern, may the Holy Spirit bless them with an abundance of understanding and prudence, 

let us pray to the Lord.  
 
3) For all who are facing difficulties in their lives, may the peace of Christ that is beyond all understanding 

bring them comfort and resolution, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For members of our community of faith, may the Holy Spirit enkindle in us a more pure love for our 

neighbor, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For those who have died, may the mercy of God cleanse them so they may enjoy the fullness of his 

kingdom, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: God of light and love, hear and answer our prayers today according to your will. We ask this in the name 
of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
 


